
 

 

 

 

 
 

Date: Friday 29th November 2024 

    Edition 8 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
Every fortnight, we will be sending home a ‘Friday Flyer’. This is an opportunity for us to communicate and 
share all the wonderful things that have happened and are upcoming. 
 
Our value for November was ‘Thoughtfulness’. As we move into Advent in December in preparation for 
Christmas, our value is ‘Kindness’. To help develop community awareness, our pupils will given opportunities 
to research what our local community has to offer. Furthermore, at the back of this edition, there is an 
invitation to attend sessions with a local badminton club! 
 
At Stannard School, staff and pupils are continuing to work in supporting the importance of reading. Each pupil 
has a reading log and these are updated daily. Staff are also on week four of a six-week enhanced phonics 
training programme, based on Read Write Inc. I continue to be impressed at how engaged our pupils are with 
their phonics programme and also how good reading is across our school.  
 
We are reaching the business of the Autumn Term points-for-prizes scheme. Pupils have been selecting their 
prizes as a reward for their commitment to our motto - Be kind – Try your best – Thrive. 
Some examples of exceptional progress include: 

 
• Increased calmness and sense of purpose around the school 
• Excellent progress against EHCP and IEPs 
• Excellent progress with reading 
• Increased access to Speech and Language therapy 
• Increased access to ELSA support (Emotional Literacy Support Assistant). 

 
In December we are hosting our inaugural Parent Consultation evenings. There are still slots available should 
you wish to meet your child’s class teacher to discuss how they have settled into the Autumn Term and their 
general progress to date. 
 
And remember, if you need to talk with us, please do contact us via the class teacher and we will endeavour 
to support you. The term dates for 2024-2025 are at the end of this Friday Flyer. 
Best wishes, 
Michael Davis 
 



Headteacher 

Feedback on Communications between School and Parents & Carers 

Calls home. 

Following the staff training in communication home, we would be most grateful if you can provide feedback 
on how well we are doing and areas for improvement. A survey will be available at Parent Consultation 
evening.  

Stannard School Careers events launched! 

This week saw the launch of our first careers workshops, courtesy of NHS England. 

In each key stage, pupils were engaged in interactive workshops informing them of exciting careers options 
that exist in the health sector. 

Feedback from pupils was extremely positive. 

Watch this space for more careers events to follow. 

 

Some Stannard pupils are considering a career as a doctor, nurse or paramedic. 

Coffee morning replaced by Parent Consultation Evenings 

Stannard Coffee morning has been postponed until Spring Term. It has been replaced with Parent Consultation 
evenings on 9th and 10th December. We look forward to seeing you then – by appointment only.  



 

Autumn Term Parent Consultation evenings are an opportunity to meet the class teacher and discuss how 
your child has settled in. 

 

New Facilities Feature 

Over the coming weeks, exciting new parts of the school will be revealed… 

New Kitchen facility! 

We are delighted to announce a new kitchen facility at Stannard. Pupils will gain regular access throughout 
the coming weeks and months. The feedback from pupils is really positive. This apparatus helps our pupils 
improve their basic cooking skills and can be used as a learning resource for other subject areas.   

 

Attendance Matters! 

• Attendance is currently 83%. 
• This has remained consistent – our target is over 90%. 
• Please be reminded of the importance of attendance.  

 
 
Why is school attendance so important and what are the risks of missing a day? – The Education 
Hub 
What are the risks of missing a day of school?   

• Every moment in school counts, and days missed add up quickly. For example, a child in Year 10 who 
is absent for three days over a half term could miss 15 lessons in total.   

• The higher a pupil’s attendance, the more they are likely to learn, and the better they are likely to 
perform. 
 
More information from The Education Hub.  
 

 

https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2023/05/18/school-attendance-important-risks-missing-day/
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2023/05/18/school-attendance-important-risks-missing-day/


 

At Stannard School, pupils have a carefully managed and mostly successful transition into school life. Pupils 
respond positively to certificates awarding their attendance and gain more points towards their end-of-term 
prizes.  

 

Curriculum Matters! 

Bluebell Class 

Bluebell have had an exciting time in their learning these last two weeks. In Art we have continued exploring 
the work of British sculptors. 

The students were able to create a Henry Moore inspired nature art using leaves. The teamwork was a joy to 
behold.  

In Maths we are finishing work on shapes. Students were able to identify lines of symmetry in 2D shapes. 
They found the properties of 3D shapes by counting the number of faces, vertices, and edges. 

The PHSCE lesson focus on viruses was relatable with discussions common colds and other illnesses that 
require vaccinations. As with other classes, Bluebells revisited and embedded the Headteacher’s Rewards 
Assembly presentation.  

 

 



 

 

 

                      Bluebell class use lots of experiential learning to access the Key Stage 2 curriculum. 

                                                                                



���� Sunflower Class ���� 

This week in Sunflower Class, we’ve been immersed in a 
variety of exciting activities and learning adventures. 
Here’s a glimpse into our week: 

������������ English 

This week, we have dived into Aladdin! Students 
brought the text to life by acting out scenes from the 
story, exploring characters and dialogue in a fun, creative 
way. Their performances were fantastic, showcasing both 
confidence and imagination. 

 

ComputingOur young tech enthusiasts 
continued working on web page 
creation. They’re learning the basics 
of layout and design, creating their 
very own web pages to share their 
knowledge and ideas. 

����� Geography 

Students are studying the Tropic of 
Cancer and the Arctic and Antarctic 
Circles. Using maps and e-resources, 
they’ve gained a deeper understanding 
of these geographic features and their 
significance. 

 



� Mathematics 

Geometry has been our focus, with students exploring shapes 
and mastering coordinates on a grid.  The students are making 
impressive progress! 

 

����� Art and Design 

In art, students are developing their 
unique styles in sculpture. They’ve 
been experimenting with materials 
and techniques while thoughtfully 
evaluating their creations. 

Creativity is in full bloom! 

��� History 

This week, we’ve been exploring the Empire, focusing on the 
structure of its army, weapons, and daily life. Students have 
been fascinated by the strategies and tools that shaped history. 

������ Computing: 

 Our young tech enthusiasts continued working on web page 
creation. They’re learning the basics of layout and design, 
creating their very own web pages to share their knowledge and 
ideas.  

🇫🇫🇫🇫 French 

We practiced describing people using physical and personality 
traits. Students confidently described themselves and others in 
French, building both vocabulary and communication skills. 

 

Pupils in Sunflowers, Stannard School’s KS3 class, have been engaging with the KS3 curriculum. 
 

Date for your diary! 

Last Day of Term: 

 

��� Design Technology 

Students evaluated the shopping bags 
they designed and created. They 
analysed their strengths, weaknesses, 
and areas for improvement – a 
wonderful exercise in real-world 
problem-solving and reflection 

����� Art and Design 

In art, students are developing their 
unique styles in sculpture. They’ve been 
experimenting with materials and 
techniques while thoughtfully 
evaluating their creations. Creativity is 
in full bloom! 

��� History 

This week, we’ve been exploring the 
Empire, focusing on the structure of its 
army, weapons, and daily life. Students 
have been fascinated by the strategies 
and tools that shaped history 

Science 

Our budding scientists explored 
displacement reactions. They discovered 
how more reactive metals can displace 
less reactive ones, bringing chemistry to 
life with hands-on experiments that left 
everyone amazed. 

 

 



School Lunch – Christmas Dinner: 
 

Stannard Christmas dinner will be served on Tuesday 17th December.  
It will be at the usual time of 12:45pm. 
 

 



 
SEND / Parents article. 
 
As we navigate the first term together, we will be adding a feature for parents to read in each edition of the 
Friday Flyer. This edition will focus on ‘What challenges do autistic people face?’  
 
It is written by Bedford Borough Parent Carer Forum. We hope you find this feature useful! 



 
 

  



 



 

 
 



   

 
 
                                Article produced by Bedford Borough Parent Carer Forum. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sport in the community 

 
 
 
 
 



We hope you have found this edition useful! 
Remember, do contact us if you have any concerns or require any further information. 
 
 
Best wishes, 
Michael Davis 
Headteacher 

  



Useful information 
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